
Sustainable Transport in Africa
With more than 1 billion people living in Africa, the region is most likely to become one of the fastest growing 
transport infrastructure and service markets in the world. Today, especially sub-Saharan Africa faces a multitude of 
challenges regarding the sustainability of transport development. Rapid urbanisation, increasing motorisation and 
inefficient vehicles and fuels are some of the factors which are contributing to a state of increasing traffic congestion, 
a significant decrease in air quality, rising road fatalities and poor accessibility. 

Against this background, transport is likely to have a critical role in fostering sustainable development in Africa during 
the next decades, as a lack of sustainable transport infrastructure and affordable services remains a major obstacle 
to economic prosperity and equal access to basic services in African countries. In Namibia’s capital Windhoek for 
example, half of the population spends more than 25% of their income on transport. If reliable transport services are 
limited to the rich, the poor will be excluded from social and economic activities. Only with inclusive and afford- 
able transport options, people can access education, health services, income opportunities, political participation and 
social life.

Regarding income opportunities unlocked by sustainable transport options, a study on dairy farmers in Zambia shows 
that farmers who were given bicycles made up to 25% more deliveries, transported 23% more litres of milk each 
trip and increased income by 23%, compared to farmers who walked or used other transportation modes. Similarly, 
enrolment figures in schools rise significantly when children have access to means of transport, especially for girls. 
Furthermore, sustainable transport can considerably improve road safety, as is shown by the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
system implemented in Ahmedabad, India, with a reported average annual reduction in traffic fatalities by 55% and 
injuries by 33%. New transport technololgies like urban ropeway systems and organised paratransit have potential to 
increase attractiveness of public transport in African cities.

New Initiatives in Africa
At the German Habitat Forum in Berlin, stakeholders engaged in urban policy and development from all over the 
world agreed in the Berlin Recommendations for the Cities of Tomorrow that “Cities and national governments 
should develop  sustainable urban mobility policies that provide for universal, gender responsive access to safe, clean 
and affordable  transport for all. […] Eco-mobility is essential for the quality of life, mitigating greenhouse gas emissi-
ons, achieving social equality, improving air quality and public health, and strengthening the local economy.”

The UNEP – led African Sustainable Transport Forum (ASTF) and UN HABITAT have recently commenced program-
mes and actions for sustainable transport development. ASTF has launched a 13 point Action Framework, which 
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outlines a harmonised roadmap for achieving sustainable transport in Africa. Very likely, the upcoming HABITAT III 
Conference in October 2016 in Quito will set Transport and Mobility as a key target of the New Urban Agenda of the 
United Nations addressing the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

However re-organising mobility patterns is a usually lengthy process. Diverse interests tend to clash with one another 
in every country and in every municipality. Those responsible for making change happen often lack the appropriate 
future-oriented transport concepts and the financial means to carry out the needed investments. Often, building ro-
ads is still considered enough to assure mobility for all. However, achieve social welfare and economic empowerment 
in the entire society needs more than that.

As rapidly increasing traffic volumes impose various challenges, many diverse working areas need to be targeted at 
the same time. One solution can be the avoid-shift-improve (A-S-I) approach. This includes inter alia sustainable 
land-use planning to avoid transport, a transition towards eco-friendly modes as cycling and walking and public 
transport for a shift to more sustainable modes, and the introduction of clean fuels and technology improve, and thus 
healthier environments. Changing the sector at its core, innovative technology, as for example mobile payment for 
tickets and services, smart transport maps and Uber like services for freight and personal mobility have the disruptive 
potential for a major step forward in transport.

Addressing the decision making level, good policy development is crucial to identify the most appropriate, social and 
financially viable technology and infrastructure, while assuring a fair and equal participation of the public and other 
stakeholders in policy and planning. However, the urgency of the problems requires an action-driven approach: Im-
plementation of quick-wins and so called no-regret measures along with comprehensive sustainable urban transport 
planning is key, also to achieve the support of the local community. The approach of Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Plans (SUMP) allows to combine develop policy frameworks along traffic- and land use planning know-how, instituti-
onal capacities and financing frameworks.  

 

German Experience
German experience in the transport sector can usefully accompany a sustainable development of transport in Africa. 
The international exchange of ideas in the field of sustainable mobility and logistics offers a unique opportunity to 
help solve one of the greatest challenges of our generation. Highly dynamic development in Africa and the growing 
use of innovative transport solutions offer best preconditions for economic, academic, and civil-societal co-operation 
between Africa and Germany. 

Germany is a world leader in sustainable, innovative and efficient mobility solutions. The German Partnership for 
Sustainable Mobility (GPSM) serves as a guide for sustainable mobility and green logistics solutions from Germany. 
By gathering German knowledge and expertise, the German Partnership for Sustainable Mobility makes a valuable 
contribution to the international dialogue on smart transport and to sustainable development in Africa. As a platform 
for exchanging knowledge, expertise and experiences, GPSM supports the transformation towards sustainability in 
developing and emerging countries. It serves as a network of information from academia, businesses, civil society and 
associations.
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Contact EURIST: Dr. Jürgen Perschon / perschon@eurist.info


